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 HON. GENERAL EDWARD KATUMBA WAMALA, MINISTER OF 

WORKS AND TRANSPORT, REPUBLIC OF UGANDA AND 

CHAIRPERSON OF ISCOS; 

 HON. SALIM MVURYA, CABINET SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF 

MINING, BLUE ECONOMY AND MARITIME AFFAIRS, REPUBLIC 

OF KENYA; 

 HIS EXCELLENCY DR. FEYISA ALEMU SIME, MINISTER OF 

TRANSPORT AND LOGISTICS, REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA; 

 HON. HARA JACOB HLANGABEZA, MINISTER OF TRANSPORT 

AND PUBLIC WORKS, REPUBLIC OF MALAWI; 

 HON. NIJIMBERE MARIE CHANTAL, MINISTER OF TRADE, 

TRANSPORT, INDUSTRY AND TOURISM, REPUBLIC OF 

BURUNDI; 

 HON. MOHAMED ABDULKADIR MOHAMED, MINISTER OF 

PORTS AND MARINE RESOURCES, REPUBLIC OF SOMALIA; 

 YOUR EXCELLENCIES THE AMBASSADORS AND HIGH 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT; 

 HON. FREDY ATUPELE MWAKIBETE, DEPUTY MINISTER OF 

WORKS AND TRANSPORT, UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA 

 PERMANENT SECRETARIES AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS FROM 

MINISTRIES PRESENT; 

 SPECIAL RECOGNITION TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL FOR THE 

INTER-GOVERNMENTAL STANDING COMMITTEE ON SHIPPING 

– MR. DANIEL M. KIANGE; 

 DIRECTORS AND SENIOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS PRESENT; 
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 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS FROM VARIOUS INSTITUTIONS 

AND AGENCIES PRESENT; 

 CAPTAINS OF THE INDUSTRY FROM BOTH PUBLIC AND 

PRIVATE SECTORS PRESENT; 

 REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VARIOUS CORPORATE 

ORGANISATIONS; 

 DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES; 

 MEMBERS OF THE PRESS; 

 LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. 

 
GOOD MORNING TO YOU ALL, 

 
I AM HONOURED AND PRIVILEGED TO WELCOME YOU ALL ON THIS 

AUSPICIOUS OCCASION OF THE 8TH ASSEMBLY OF MINISTERS FOR THE 

INTER-GOVERNMENTAL STANDING COMMITTEE ON SHIPPING (ISCOS) 

HERE IN LIVINGSTONE, ZAMBIA.  YOU ARE INDEED ALL WELCOME TO OUR 

TOURIST CAPITAL AND I INVITE EACH ONE OF YOU, MOST ESPECIALLY 

OUR VISITORS, TO FIND TIME FROM THE BUSY MEETING SCHEDULE TO 

EXPERIENCE THE NUMEROUS HISTORICAL, CULTURAL AND NATURAL 

HERITAGE SITES THE CITY HAS TO OFFER. 

 
I WOULD LIKE TO CONVEY GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA, MR. HAKAINDE HICHILEMA, WHO WISHES US 

FRUITFUL DELIBERATIONS DURING TODAY’S ASSEMBLY OF MINISTERS.  

THE PRESIDENT HAS ALWAYS EMPHASISED ON THE NEED FOR ENHANCED 

REGIONAL COLLABORATION AND PARTNERSHIPS AS A MEANS TO 
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UNLOCKING TRADE OPPORTUNITIES NOT ONLY FOR ZAMBIA, BUT THE 

REGION AND THE CONTINENT AT LARGE, WHICH IS IN LINE WITH THE 

THEME FOR THIS MEETING, “ENHANCING COLLABORATION, 

BUILDING SYNERGIES FOR THE TRANSFORMATION AND GROWTH 

OF AFRICA’S SHIPPING AND MARITIME SECTION.” 

 
I WISH TO ALSO EXTEND MY PROFOUND GRATITUDE TO MR. DANIEL 

KIANGE, THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE INTER-GOVERNMENTAL 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON SHIPPING AND THE ENTIRE ISCOS 

SECRETARIAT FOR YOUR TIRELESS EFFORTS IN RUNNING THE DAY-TO-

DAY ACTIVITIES OF THE ORGANISATION AND YOUR CONTINUED EFFORTS 

TO FOSTER THE SPIRIT OF “TOGETHERNESS” THAT OUR FOUNDING 

FOREFATHERS ASPIRED TO, WHEN THEY FORMED ISCOS.  HOWEVER, IT 

IS VERY CRITICAL THAT THE ORGANISATION REFORMS ITSELF IN ORDER 

TO ADDRESS OUR MODERN-DAY CHALLENGES. 

 
I WOULD ALSO WANT TO THANK MY TEAM FROM THE MINISTRY OF 

TRANSPORT AND LOGISTICS HERE IN ZAMBIA, FOR ASSISTING THE ISCOS 

SECRETARIAT IN FACILITATING THE ORGANISATION OF THIS MEETING 

WHICH HAS MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR US TO MEET IN THIS MANNER. 

 
DISTINGUISHED LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

 
MARITIME IS AN ESSENTIAL COMPONENT OF GLOBAL TRADE, AND AFRICA 

HAS VAST NATURAL RESOURCES THAT ARE IN HIGH DEMAND ALL OVER 

THE WORLD.  HOWEVER, DESPITE ITS VAST COASTLINE AND ABUNDANT 

RESOURCES OUR CONTINENT HAS, THE MARITIME INDUSTRY IN AFRICA 
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HAS BEEN FACED WITH MANY CHALLENGES OVER THE YEARS.  THESE 

INCLUDE AMONG OTHERS: 

 
1. HIGH MARITIME COSTS ESPECIALLY FOR LAND-LINKED COUNTRIES 

LIKE ZAMBIA, ZIMBABWE AND MALAWI; 

2. INADEQUATE COORDINATION AND COLLABORATION; 

3. LOW LEVELS OF SKILLED PERSONNEL IN MARITIME; AND 

4. LACK OF HIGH LEVELS OF OWNERSHIP OF SEA VESSELS BY AFRICANS. 

 
DISTINGUISHED LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

 
THERE IS, THEREFORE, NEED TO FORMULATE POLICIES AND STRATEGIES 

TO ADDRESS THESE CHALLENGES.  THIS IS WHERE THE INTER-

GOVERNMENTAL STANDING COMMITTEE ON SHIPPING COMES IN.  ISCOS 

WAS ESTABLISHED IN ORDER FOR MEMBER STATES TO HAVE AN 

INSTITUTION THAT WILL CARRY OUT VARIOUS SPECIALISED 

INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL FUNCTIONS ON THEIR BEHALF, 

PROMOTE THEIR COLLECTIVE ASPIRATIONS AND PROTECT THEIR 

INTERESTS IN THE SECTOR. 

 
IN ADDITION TO THESE OBJECTIVES, THE INTER-GOVERNMENTAL 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON SHIPPING IS ALSO TASKED WITH PROMOTING 

REGIONAL INTEGRATION AND COOPERATION AMONG MEMBER 

COUNTRIES.  THE BENEFITS WHICH ACCRUE TO THE REGION FROM THE 

OPERATIONS OF ISCOS CAN BE ENHANCED THROUGH GREATER 

COLLABORATION AND ENHANCED MEMBERSHIP.  AT THE 6TH ASSEMBLY 

OF MINISTERS HELD IN MWANZA, TANZANIA, A DIRECTIVE WAS GIVEN TO 
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ISCOS SECRETARIAT TO GROW THE ORGANISATION AND EXPAND ITS 

SCOPE AND MANDATE.  FROM THE 6TH ASSEMBLY TO DATE, A NEW 

MEMBER JOINED OUR ORGANISATION. 

 
ALLOW ME, THEREFORE, AT THIS POINT, TO WELCOME OUR BROTHERS 

FROM THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO.  IT IS THROUGH 

INCREASED NUMBERS IN TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP, THAT WE WILL BE ABLE 

TO ADDRESS OUR COMMON CHALLENGES WHEN IT COMES TO MARITIME 

AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF SUCH COMMON OPPORTUNITIES.  INDEED, 

TOGETHER, AS THE ISCOS FAMILY, WE SHALL BE ABLE TO ACHIEVE OUR 

OBJECTIVES AND GROW TRADE AMONGST OURSELVES AS MEMBERS 

WITHIN OUR CONTINENT AND BEYOND. 

 
DISTINGUISHED LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

 

WHILE THIS ORGANISATION IS IMPORTANT, THE BENEFITS CAN ONLY 

ACCRUE TO US ALL WHEN WE WORK WITH UNITY OF PURPOSE AND 

ENGAGE IN COLLECTIVE NEGOTIATIONS.  THIS WILL ASSIST US TO POOL 

OUR RESOURCES TOGETHER FOR REGIONAL MARITIME INITIATIVES.  

FURTHERMORE, AS A REGION AND CONTINENT AT LARGE, THERE IS NEED 

FOR GREATER COLLABORATION IN THE HARMONISATION OF MARITIME 

POLICIES TO TRANSFORM THIS SECTOR. 

 
WITHOUT ENHANCED COLLABORATION AND COORDINATION TO BUILD A 

STRONG AND SUSTAINABLE MARITIME INDUSTRY, WE WILL CONTINUE TO 

STRUGGLE TO FULLY REALIZE THE ECONOMIC POTENTIAL OF OUR 

NATURAL RESOURCES.  HOWEVER, I HAVE A FIRM BELIEF THAT BY 
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WORKING AND POOLING OUR RESOURCES TOGETHER, WE SHALL BE ABLE 

TO BUILD A THRIVING MARITIME INDUSTRY THAT WILL BENEFIT 

EVERYONE ON OUR CONTINENT. 

 
DISTINGUISHED LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

 
AFRICA NEEDS TO DEVELOP DELIBERATE POLICIES TO CAPACITATE ITS 

PEOPLE WITH THE REQUISITE SKILLS TO MANAGE AND OPERATE IN THE 

MARITIME SECTOR.  THE CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMME WE SHOULD 

CREATE, SHOULD BE FOR BOTH LAND-LINKED COUNTRIES AND 

COUNTRIES WITH SEA COASTS. 

 
WE ALSO NEED TO BUILD SYSTEMS THAT WILL BE ABLE TO FINANCE SEA 

VESSELS AND OTHER EQUIPMENT IN ORDER TO EMPOWER OUR PEOPLE 

TO OWN SEA VESSELS. 

 
MY STATEMENT WOULD BE INCOMPLETE IF I FAILED TO MENTION HERE 

THAT GROWING THE AFRICAN MARITIME INDUSTRY WILL REQUIRE THE 

COLLECTIVE EFFORTS OF GOVERNMENTS AS WELL AS INDUSTRY EXPERTS 

AND STAKEHOLDERS.  I, THEREFORE, URGE ALL OUR PRIVATE SECTOR 

PLAYERS AND COOPERATING PARTNERS, TO SUPPORT AND PARTICIPATE 

IN THE WORK OF THE INTER-GOVERNMENTAL STANDING COMMITTEE ON 

SHIPPING. 

 
DISTINGUISHED LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

 



7 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE UNDENIABLY, DOES HAVE A NEGATIVE EFFECT ON ALL 

FORMS OF TRANSPORT PARTICULARLY WATER TRANSPORT.  EXTREME 

WEATHER CONDITIONS NOT ONLY AFFECTS NAVIGATION CONDITIONS, 

BUT ALSO AFFECTS THE CARRYING CAPACITIES OF VESSELS WHICH IN 

TURN, AFFECTS THE COST OF TRANSPORTING CARGO.  THEREFORE, AS A 

CONTINENT, WE NEED TO TAKE URGENT ACTION TO COMBAT CLIMATE 

CHANGE AND ITS IMPACT ON VARIOUS SECTORS OF THE ECONOMY 

INCLUDING THE MARITIME SECTOR. 

 

DISTINGUISHED LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

 
AS I CONCLUDE, IT IS MY HOPE THAT THE DELIBERATIONS OF THIS HIGH-

LEVEL MEETING WILL YIELD TANGIBLE SOLUTIONS THAT WILL BENEFIT 

US ALL GOING FORWARD.  I WISH YOU ALL SUCCESSFUL DELIBERATIONS. 

 

 

I THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR ATTENTION. 


